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contain valuable mineral resources only waiting for development.
In 1889 a treaty obtained from the Emperor Menelik contained
clauses which might be construed into making the country an
Italian Protectorate. Disputes arose as to the interpretation of
these clauses, and a war ended with the annihilation of the
Italian forces at Adowa (1896), which compelled them to
abandon their Abyssinian ambitions for a quarter of a century.
Turning to Asia, we find that France confirmed the interests
she had long had in the Indo-Chinese Peninsula by a hard-fought
war in Tonquin which ended in giving her a formal protectorate
over those lands. Holland and Britain shared in the develop-
ment of the East Indies; and in 1882 a British North Borneo
Company was organised to develop a territory of 30,000 square
miles in that island.
Finally, Britain had hitherto been the only Power interested
in the islands of the Pacific, though she had actually annexed
only Fiji; but the new-found colonial ambitions of the other
states changed the situation. France now took over New
Caledonia and Tahiti, the United States established a pro-
tectorate over Hawaii, and the German Colonial Society
acquired the Bismarck Archipelago and part of New Guinea.
Australia and New Zealand became alarmed lest these Powers
should establish naval bases in threatening proximity to their
coasts, and the British Government was compelled to take a
hand in the game. By a treaty signed in 1886 Oceania was
parcelled out into " spheres of influence " as Africa had been
two years before; and by the end of the century the British
Empire had acquired over a hundred of these islands, many of
them being placed under the control of New Zealand.